
Minutes of the January 19, 2019 Meeting of the 
Board of Commissioners of the Little Tamarack Flowage 

Baker Spring Lake District 
 
 
 
Vice Chairperson, Clancy Senechalle, called the meeting to order at 1 p.m.  Present 
were commissioners Al Williamson, Mark Tuttle, Clancy Senechalle and Vern 
Wiggenhauser.  Karl Jennrich was unable to attend.  Also present were recording 
secretary, Bob Senechalle, Dam Operation and Maintenance Committee chairperson, 
Rich Ruffalo and property owners Nancy and Bob Vogt. 
 
Al Williamson made a motion to approve the agenda for today’s meeting.  The 
motion was seconded by Vern Wiggenhauser and carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Public Comment was invited.  The Vogt’s said they might wish to comment when 
Rich Ruffalo gave his Dam operation report. 
 
Al made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 6, 2018 Board meeting.  
The motion was seconded by Mark Tuttle and carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Al Williamson gave the Treasurer’s report.   A motion was made by Clancy that the 
treasurer pay the insurance renewal premium bill of $1047 and the annual loan 
payment amount of $11,294.56.  That motion was seconded by Mark and carried by 
unanimous vote.  After this payment, the principal balance of the construction loan 
will be $8626.15.  Al reported that next year’s loan payment (to be made in early 
2020) will retire our dam construction debt in full. 
 
Clancy reported that she has been in contact with the Vilas County Land & Water 
office regarding the County’s efforts to monitor and deal with possible outbreaks of 
blue green algae bloom, like the one that occurred in 2018 in Baker Lake.  This issue 
will be a matter of ongoing concern and vigilance going forward.  
 
Rich Ruffalo gave a report on the activities of the Dam Operations and Maintenance 
Committee related to lake water levels.  Rich indicates that the log settings are at the 
DNR and engineer’s designated level.  The hope is that there will be no need for 
further adjustment.  A discussion ensued about the advisability going forward of 
having any change to log height first approved by the Board before being done.  Rich 
indicated that this made sense to him as Committee chair and tender of the Dam. 
  
Clancy made a motion that the procedure to be followed before any future 
adjustments are made to the logs in the whistle tube will be that the Dam 
Operations and Maintenance Committee will make a recommendation in writing to 
the Board for a log height adjustment and the Board will consider and decide the 
request at its next meeting.  In any emergency situation, this same procedure will be 



followed except that an emergency Board meeting will be convened to address the 
issue.  That motion was seconded by Al and carried by unanimous vote. 
 
The Hazelwood “no trespassing” sign on the filled in outlet site has been removed.   
The property owners to the south may now have put up their own sign.  This 
situation will be monitored by the Board.   
 
Rich reminded the Board that the conclusion has been reached by the Dam 
Operation and Maintenance Committee to not install an inlet protection device at 
this point because of the complications in doing so and the advice of the DNR and 
Ayres & Associates not to do so unless conditions demand it.  The Dam committee 
will continue to keep an eye on the outflow and any perceived blockage and raise 
the issue again with the Board should the need arise.  
 
There was no discussion about any float plane issue. 
 
Clancy reported that she and Bob have been working on a Board officer’s manual.  A 
partially finished manual, with the duties of the Secretary in completed form, was 
given to Mark Tuttle.  The duties of the other officers will be added in detail and a 
final draft hopefully completed before the 2019 annual meeting. 
 
Vern asks for some explanation of what input and assistance that the Board would 
hope to have from Vern as the County’s representative on the Board.  After 
discussion, it was agreed that Vern would attend all Board meetings and that he 
would communicate and work with land and water on all issues which impact the 
lake district.  The Board members expressed their appreciation for Vern’s 
participation and assistance. 
 
It  was agreed by the Board that the annual meeting would be held on July 6, 2019 at 
10:00 a.m.   Clancy will contact the Town Clerk’s office to reserve space in the park 
for our meeting.  The Board’s next regular meeting will be held on April 13, 2019 at 
the Town Hall at 9:30 a.m.  The agenda for the next Board meeting will focus on 
planning for the Annual Meeting and the 2019-20 annual budget.   
 
Al made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  That motion was seconded by Mark and 
carried by unanimous vote.   The meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Mark Tuttle 
Board Secretary 
 
 


